Report on the 14th Founders Challenge  24th October  2010
Well, the Founders' Challenge is over for another year, and it is hard to think of any way in which the event could have gone more smoothly. The weather was perfect – blue skies, sunshine and lovely autumn leaves.  Julie Welch started the walk with a short talk – with walkers leaving at 9 and runners at 10.
This event was first held in 1997, when it was called the Founders Jubilee Challenge. Tony Youngs devised the 26-mile route linking various places connected to the origins of the LDWA 25 years earlier. The walk was a commemoration of the founding of the LDWA and the role of Alan Blatchford and Chris Steer in this. Tony was an excellent artist and his line drawings decorate the Founders' Challenge certificate. 
We had 213 entries of whom 181 started, 36 on the 16 miles distance and 145 on the 26 with 172 finishers in total, slightly down on last year.   Many have completed the walk several times before; others were first timers.  All entrants went home safely, having had a rewarding day and overwhelmingly positive and complimentary about the event. 
Our sincere thanks as usual go to the Friends of the Hurtwood, and the Albury and the Wotton Estates for use of their car parks and paths; to Tanners Hatch YHA for hosting a checkpoint; and to the Hurtwood Inn by the hall for providing the essential emergency phone number.

As ever, an event of this type couldn't take place without a considerable amount of time and effort put in by the marshals. Particular thanks this year go to our friends Nigel Schofield, Norman Corrin, Dave and Lynn Yorston from the Beds, Bucks & Northants LDWA Group who despite the early starts help us regularly.  
The usual very high standard of refreshments was offered both on the checkpoints and back at the Memorial Hall. Kathy LoRaso organized the catering team and food purchasing, assisted by Nigel Schofield.  Carrot soup with fresh chives, jacket potatoes with Thai chickpea stew and fresh fruit salad were prepared from scratch and eaten with pleasure by walkers on their return.  Paula’s flapjacks were a big hit at CP1.
Gareth Davies and Gordon Parker dealt with the pre event registrations.  Sylvia Nagarkar, Vala West and Deep Kanungo handled the registrations on the day, check-in and issuing of certificates. 

The Marshals Walk (on a very wet Sunday) was led by Don Bolton who also produced the route descriptions; Don Newman, a Peaslake resident, looked after liaison in the village and local storage of gear.  Gordon Parker transported people to and from the station and checkpoints as required.  Lonica Vanclay was the overall co-ordinator and Nick Marshall was the marshals organiser, ably assisted by Judith Griffiths.   Paul Lawrence printed certificates and generally helped.
We would like to thank all the marshals who did a great job as ever, many multi-tasking. We had a good blend this year of experienced, confident helpers and new, enthusiastic people. Everybody did their job with great competence (and with admirable serenity, when needed!).
Car parking and village marshalling: Don Bolton, Don Newman, Peter Charlton, Norman Corrin, Merv Nutburn and Dave and Lynn Yorston.

Catering: Kathy LoRaso, Paula Buckton, Chris Ketteringham, Ted McCabe, Nigel Schofield, Susan Cannell, Paul Holden, Tricia Hewlett and Ken Fancett.

Entries and Finish: Sylvia Nagarkar, Deep Kanungo, Vala West.

Checkpoint 1: Peter Charlton, Dave and Lynn Yorston, Don Newman, Nigel Barraclough & Norman Corrin.

Checkpoint 2: Paul Lawrence, Julie Welch, Lesley Secker, Dave Williams and Laurence Foe 

Checkpoint 3: Don Newman, Peter Charlton, Steve and Landy Garnsey and Lula Rosso
Checkpoint 4:  Don Bolton, Adrian Hudson, Lavoga Nurse, Rebecca Kemp, Betty Sherry and Chris Dent
Hall set up/clearing up: Don Newman, Don Bolton, Paul Lawrence, Paul Holden, Rebecca Kemp, Lonica Vanclay, Gordon Parker, Kathy LoRaso and Nigel Schofield.

Thanks to all of you for supporting the event! 

